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very different light upon it from his longer and often
more intimate acquaintance with the persons and
facts. I imagined, therefore, that the real collusion
that went on between the Front Benches was very
much of this nature because I imagined that
political life was as honest as professional life. In
the case that I have taken no one Counsel would
consciously give away his client's case. He would
not settle it in order to have an afternoon at golf,
nor, needless to say, for any pecuniary advantage.
On the other hand, the collusion described by
Messrs Belloc and Chesterton is particularly mean
and dirty; for it is nothing more than a conspiracy
to secure a succession of salaries for a particular
clique of men, which is, perhaps, not inconsistent
with an intermittent patriotism in times of great
crisis, but is yet wholly inconsistent with any public
spirit of the kind that every politician professes
every day and hour of his waking life. I need only
say that men who in 1911 thought that the Party
Division corresponded to facts, had their convictions
rudely shaken when Sir Edward Carson accepted a
brief from Mr Godfrey Isaacs in the prosecution of
Mr Cecil Chesterton over the Marconi affair, and
men who doubted the collusion of the Front Benches
found food for thought in the formation of the
Coalition Government in 1915, which would, accord-
ing to the doctrines of Messrs Belloc and Chesterton,
certainly be due to fear of outside forces obtaining
power by reason of the popular outcry against the
mismanagement of the war.

I need not worry the reader with all the detailed
description given by Messrs Belloc and Chesterton